
  

 

 

Irmo Middle School 
https://www.lexrich5.org/ims 

  

Course: Honors World Cultures South Carolina  

Uniform Grading Scale 

A= 90-100 

B= 80-89 

C= 70-79 

D= 60-69 

F= Below 60 

Teacher: M. Hayden 

Telephone number: (803)- 476-3711 

Email: mhayden@lexrich5.org 

Website:  

Best time for calls and conferencing: 11:25 AM - 1:20 PM 

Tutoring: Weekly tutoring sessions are available. Please check the team          
website or Google Classroom for information about days and times. Please           
email mhayden@lexrich5.org to schedule.  

 

  
 

Course Description: The sixth grade Social Studies curriculum is designed to enable students to master 

the South Carolina Social Studies standards for 6th grade which examine the past from prehistory to 

approximately 1600 AD from a global perspective. Students will use higher level thinking skills 

and learn course work at a rigorous pace. The course of study begins with an examination of 

the transition of humans from nomadic to settled life in the cradles of civilization. Students will 

examine life in the ancient classical civilizations and their contributions to the modern world. A 

study of the Middle Ages sets the stage for understanding the emergence of nation states. A 

focus on the cultures of Asia, Africa and the Americas will give students a global perspective 

while an examination of the European Renaissance and Reformation will provide them with a 

basis for understanding western society. Finally students will examine the impact of European 

exploration and settlement on Asia and the Americas. In addition, students will use maps, 

charts, and globes, and identify the terms and process skills used by historians and 

geographers. Classroom dramatizations, PowerPoints, photo-stories, streamline videos, 

internet research, SMART Lessons, webquests, individual and group projects, collaborative 

activities, note taking, outlining and class discussions will challenge students to view the world 

in a new and exciting way! Students will be required to produce exemplary work and will be 

expected to reinforce and enrich classroom instruction with homework to extend the learning. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4YyIrvCSkFQbmdOb0tFa09Yd2M/view


 

Textbook & Materials: Spielvogel, J.J. ( 2014). Discovering Our Past: A History of the World; Early Ages. 
McGraw Hill, Bothell, WA.  Print. Students will need a 100-page composition notebook to be used in the 

classroom daily. 

  
Instructional Goals:  Using a timeline format, students will learn about the Stone Ages, the first four 

river valley civilizations (Fertile Crescent, Egypt, India, and China), Western cultures founded in Greece 

and Rome, the Islamic Empire, the West African Kingdoms, and Feudal Japan.  We will also spend time 

studying the tremendous times of change on the continent of Europe from the fall of Rome, the rise of 

the Byzantine Empire, through the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Reformation, the Scientific 

Revolution, New World Exploration and the discovery of the Americas; as well as major world religions. 

Using our text as a resource tool, we will be involved in interdisciplinary reading and research, class 

presentations, and individual as well as group projects.  Note-taking and various study skills will help 

prepare students be successful and view the world in a new and exciting way.  Teachers will also strive 

to tie curriculum topics together with other subject areas; and whenever possible, to bring more 

integration to the learning experience.  Our Social Studies units will continuously integrate character 

education, enabling students to understand how decision making truly shapes world events. We will also 

periodically study careers that are related to the field of Social Studies. Students will build good 

school/work habits that over time will develop into essential work habits. 

 

Scope and Sequence: 

  

1st Quarter 

Stone Ages/Early Man 

Mesopotamia/Fertile Crescent 

Judaism 

Ancient Egypt 

Ancient India 

Hinduism/Buddhism 

2nd Quarter 

Ancient India/Hinduism/Buddhism cont. 

Ancient China 

Ancient Greece 

Ancient Rome 

Christianity 

Midterm Exam 

3rd Quarter 

The Roman Empire 

Islamic World 

Early African Civilizations 

Medieval Europe & Japan 

4th Quarter 

Renaissance/Reformation/Scientific 

Revolution 

Exploration 

Maya/Aztec/Inca/Native Americans 

Final Exam 

 
 
 
Assessments/Grading: Sixth grade will use category weights  to determine the final grade.  Please see 
the table below.  Major grades will be entered into the gradebook within ten school days while minor 
grades and practice grades will be entered within five school days.  Midterm and final exams will count as 
20% of the semester grade.  Please see the chart below for grade category and weights.  



 
 

Practice 
Grades:  
15 % 
 

Minor Grades: 
40% 
 

Major Grades: 
45% 

Uniform Grading 
Scale 

Homework 
Daily Work 

Quizzes 
Notebook Checks 
Collaborative 
Work 
 
 

Document Based 
Question Analysis 
Unit Tests 
Projects / 
Individual 
Presentations 

100 - 90 = A 
80-89 = B 
70-79 = C 
60-69 = D 
Below 60 = F 

 
Each unit will conclude with a major test or project. Study Guides will be provided before each major 
test and exam. Document Based Question Analysis (DBQs) will be assigned once a semester. District 
Benchmark Tests will be given periodically throughout the year to assess student understanding of state 
adopted standards. In case of absence, students are responsible for obtaining missed notes and other 
assignments upon return. Parents or students may also email the teacher for missed work. Make-up 
work must be completed and turned in within 5 days of an absence.  
 
Cheating Policy: When a student cheats/copies/plagiarizes, teachers do not receive an accurate 
evaluation of the student’s comprehension of the content.  Students caught cheating will receive 
disciplinary action and parents will be notified.  
 
Late Work: Late work will be assessed a ten point penalty for each day it is late, up to five days after the 
grade is posted in Power School. After five days, the student may turn in late work, but the highest 
possible grade is 50. Work that is never turned in will be scored with zero points. 
 
Communication: Students should utilize their Google Calendar to track homework, test dates, etc.             
Google Classroom and e-mail should be checked daily for assignments and study materials. Grades will               
be updated weekly. Please sign up for Parent Portal, so you can access your child’s progress. Contact                 
the front office for assistance.  
 
Behavior and Expectations: High-quality work and personal best effort are expected at all times. 
Behavior expectations follow the IMS Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) Model based 
on the Irmo Middle Behavior Expectations: Integrity, Acceptance, and Motivation.  

 
Signature Page & Contact Information: Please sign and return the signature page and include the best 
time and method to contact to contact you.  Feel free to include any additional information you would 
like for me to know.  I am looking forward to working with you and your student this year!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
I have read the syllabus for Honors English Language Arts 6. I understand that I may contact the teacher 
with any questions using the information provided.  
 
Student Signature:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: __________________________ Best contact info: _______________________________________ 


